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THE NEW CABINET.

WM. M. EVARTS, SECRETARY OF STATE.

William Maxwell Evarts, whom Presi¬
dent Hayes has chosen to be his Secretary
of State, is, like his predecessor in that
office, a resident of Second avenue in this
city, and is the peer in every way, and
in legal learning and ability more than
the peer, of his distinguished neighbor.
It is little more than a quarter of a cen¬

tury since Mr. Evarts came to this city
and was admitted to practice in the
courts of this State, but in that time,
short as it is, he has earned the first

Elace, not only at the Bar of New York
ut of the country. He was born in

Boston, February 6, 1818, his father,
Jeremiah Evarts, being a lawyer of fair
practice and good ability. He entered
Yale College at an early age and was

graduated in 1837. Subsequently he
studied for two years at the Harvard Law
School, and in 1841 he came to this city,
where ne immediately entered upon the
practice of his profession. In a few years
his industry and fidelity, as well as his
ability as an advocate, gained him a large
clientage, and before he was thirty years
of age he held a high position in his pro
fession. In 1S51 he was appointed Uni
ted States District Attorney for this dis¬
trict, and the same year he was also one
of the commissioners of the Almshouse,
now known as the Commissioners of
Charities and Correction. He was perm
anently urged for United States Senator
in 1861, but was defeated by Ira Harris
who was made the compromise candidate!
From July 15,1868, until the close of
President Johnson's administration he
was Attorney General of the United
States, and in 1871 he was selected by
President Grant as the leading counsel
of the United States at the Geneva arbi
tration. Last year he was prominently
advocated for the Republican nomination
for Governor of this State, but the same
spirit of compromise which defeated him
for the United States Senate in 1861 con
tributed to deprive "him of the nomina¬
tion for Governor in 1876. These are the
only public positions which he has ever

held, or to which he was supposed to as-

Eire, and it is at the Bar where he gained
is most conspicuous and distinguished

honors. When Mr. Evarts retired from
the District Attorney's office in 1853 was

formed the law firm of Butler, Evarts &
Southmayd, now known as Evarts, South
mayd & Choate, and it was as a member
of this firm that he gained his high place
as a lawyer and publicist. While he was

United States District Attorney his most
prominent case" was that which grew out
of the Cuban or Cleopatra expedition.
Early in '1851 an expedition was fitted
out by John I. Sullivan, a well known
journalist, which was to sail in the CleO'
patra to aid in an insurrection to be begun
in Cuba. Warrants of arrest were issued
to prevent the sailing of the expedition,
and were served when the Cleopatra had
steam up ready to sail. The trial of the
filibusterers lasted a month, but the jury
failed to agree. Mr. Evarts' next famous
case was the celebrated Lemmon slave
case, in 1853. A vessel containing slaves
belonging to Mr. Lemmon was driven by
a storm into this harbor, and thereupon
writs of habeas corpus were obtained to
have cause shown why the slaves should
not be released, being in a free State.
Mr. Evarts appeared to represent the
State of New York, and the case was

carried to the Supreme Court of the
United States, where he finally succeeded
in obtaining a verdict against the claim¬
ant. He was counsel in the great Parish
will case, in which an attempt was made
to break the will of Henry Parish on the
ground of the mental incapacity of the
testator. A still later case in which Mr.
Evarts was engaged was one in which the
will of Mrs. Gardner,. the mother of the
widow of ex-President Tyler, was contes¬
ted on the ground of undue influence on

the part of Mrs. Tyler to obtain the mak¬
ing of the will. Although a Staten Is¬
land jury found against the will Mr.
Evarts finally gained his case before the
Court of Appeals. When articles of im¬
peachment were brought by the House
of Representatives against the late Presi¬
dent Johnson Mr. Evarts was called to

Washington as counsel for the defence,
and his effort on that occasion is almost
as fresh in 'the minds of the people as

his arguments iu the Tilton-Beecher case

two years ago. For his legal champion¬
ship of President Johnson he was re¬

warded with a place in the Cabinet, as

his recent championship of Hayes before
the electoral tribunal gives him the first

Slace iu the Cabinet of the new Presi-
ent. In person Mr. Evarts is tall and

slender; he is fragile almost to attenua¬
tion, and so far from suggesting the idea
of a vehement orator, he impresses one

as a man of retired scholarly tastes, gen¬
tle manners and academic belongings.
Tall, thin, angular, long headed, with a

square and prominent forehead, dark
haired and dark skinned, with a face per¬
fectly smooth but thin, cadaverous,
shrunken, deep-set gray eyes, a promi¬
nent nose, and a square, decisive, finely
chiselled chin.such is Wm. M. Evarts,
the new Secretary of State. In none of
his ways has he the magnetism of a great
speaker. He has a clear, sharp, ringing
voice, though it is not powerful or musi¬
cal. His action is sparing, but effective.
In making his points he is lucid, precise
and cogent, seldom rhetorical or orna¬

mental. He has an easy, colloquial way;
he is never in haste and never hesitates.
His style is classic in its correctness.
His sentences are long and faultless, and
freighted with words which show that
profound thought is selecting felicitous
vocabulary as it goes along. He has a

fine humor, but it is the humor of culti¬
vation, not the coarse fun of the vulgar.
His appeals to the intelligence of juries
are the highest in their tone, the broad¬
est in their scope and the deepest in their
power of any made in modern times.
Webster was not more logical, Story was

not a more thorough lawyer, Choate not
a more billiant verbalist, nor Sumner a

firmer believer in pure moral power.
His argument in behalf of the election
of Hayes was the strongest in the late
campaign, and to his subtlety of intellect,
Iiis strength of character and his firmness
and rectitude of purpose will the new

administration owe much of whatever
success it attains.
JOHN SHERMAN, SECRETARY OF THE

TREASURY.

John Sherman, the new Secretary of
the Treasury, has been for many years
the chairman of the Senate Committee
on Finance, and is, perhaps, more familiar
than any of our public men with the
financial history of the country since the
beginning of the "greenback" era. He
was born at Lancaster, Ohio, May 10,
1823, his father, Judge Sherman, being
one of the pioneers of Central Ohio, who
died in 1829, leaving a large family and
very little property. His brother, Gen.
Sherman, secured tho advantages of a

West Point education, but John was less
fortunate. For him only the schools of
his native county were open, and he quit
them at fourteen years of age to begin the
earnest work of life. For some years he
was attached to the engineer corps of the
Muskingum improvement. He after¬
ward removed to Mansfield, where he
studied law and was admitted to the Bar
in 1844. He soon won a lucrative prac¬
tice, and attained, while quite a young

man, a leading position,' both at the Bar
and in politics. In 1848 and 1852 he was
a delegate to the Whig National conven¬

tions, and was a warm supporter of both
General Taylor and General Scott for the
Presidency. During the political excite¬
ment of 1854 which followed the repeal
of the Missouri Compromise he became a
candidate for Congress from the Thir¬
teenth Ohio district, and he was elected
in a district which had previously been
democratic by the aid of whigs, demo¬
crats and freesoilers. He was subse¬
quently re-elected to the Thirty-fifth,
Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh Con¬
gresses, and in 1859-60 he was the re¬

publican candidate for Speaker of the
House of Representatives. The contest
was a memorable one. For nearly six
weeks the House spent day after day in
voting for a presiding officer, the repub¬
licans in solid body saying his name over
and over again when the ballot was

called, until it was said that you could
not ask a republican member even what
he would have for breakfast without his
shouting, "John Sherman I" In the end,
however, Mr. Pennington, of New Jersey,
was chosen as a compromise, Sherman
lacking only one or two votes to secure
his election. During the Thirty-sixth
Congress he was chairman of the Com¬
mittee of Ways and Means, then a more

!)Owerful committee than now. Previous-
y he had served on the committees on

naval and foreign affairs, and gained dis¬
tinction in each. It was claimed for him
that his defence of Commodore Paul-
ding's course at San Juan was conclusive
against the reflections of the Navy De¬
partment, and during the Kansas-Ne¬
braska troubles he gained great distinc
tion as a bold and skilful partisan. In'
1861, when Senator Chase resigned to
accept a place in President Lincoln's
Cabinet, Mr. Sherman was chosen to suc¬
ceed him, and he has remained in the
Senate ever since, serving as chairman of
the Finance Committee and as a member
of those on the Pacific Bailroad and the
Judiciary. Although an active partisan
he has never allowed himself to be misled
by party, and he has generally been re¬

garded as one of the fair-minded men of
the Senate. As a speaker Mr. Sherman
is chiefly remarkable for his calmness,
lucidity, quiet vigor and manliness of
statements, his rhetoric possessing no or¬

namentation and his real power resting
in the good judgment and good sense of
his utterances. He is very tall, very
thin, lymphatic in temperament, with
brown hair turning to gray, blue eyes, a

fair complexion and a thin beard of
sandy gray hair, only shaved on the upper
lip. He is cold and reserved in manner,
but his friends say that he is cordial and
hearty, and his experience in the Senate
certainly fits him for the new duties to
which he has been called.
CARL SCHURZ, SECRETARY OF THE IN¬

TERIOR.

Carl Schurz, the newSecretary ofthe In¬
terior, is a German by birth, having been
born atSiblar, near Cologne, March 2,
1829. He was educated at the Gym¬
nasium of Cologne and the University of
Bonn. His early life was somewhat
varied, and he figured successfully as a

soldier, newspaper correspondent, editor,
lawyer, &c. He joined in the revolu¬
tionary outbreak in 1848 and assisted
General Kinkel in the publication of a

liberal newspaper, but after the unsuc¬
cessful attempt at revolution at Bonn in
the spring of 1849 both were compelled
to flee. As adjutant he participated in
the defence of Rostadt, and on its sur¬
render made his way to Switzerland. In,
1850 he rescued Kinkel from the fortress
of Spandau, and then took passage in a

schooner for Leith. In 1851 he was
Paris correspondent of some German
newspapers, and in 1852 a teacher in
London. In the latter year he married
and came to this country, first residing,
for three years, in Philadelphia. He
afterward settled at Madison, Wis. In
1856, during the Fremont campaigu, he
became noted as a German political
orator, and delivered his first English
speech in 1858, at the time of the famous
contest between Lincoln and Douglas for
the United States Senatorship. Forsome
time he practised law at Milwaukee, and
in 1858-60 he gained considerble distinc¬
tion as a lecturer. In the Republican
National Convention of 1860 he exercised
great influence, and his political services
were recognized by President Lincoln in
1861 by his appointment as Minister to
Spain. Ther- was no opposition to him
in the Spanish Cabinet owing to his rev¬

olutionary antecedents and he resigned
to accept a commission as brigadier gen¬
eral of volunteers. He rose to be a major
feneral, and distinguished himself in the
attles of Bull Run, Fredericksburg and

Gettysburg. In 1865-6 he was the Wash-
ington correspondent of a New York
paper, and in 1867 he assumed the editor¬
ship of the Westliche Post at St. Louis.
His report as a Commissioner to exam¬
ine into the condition of the South and
especially on the Freedman's Bureau
was exceedingly distasteful to President
Johnson. General Schurz was a member
of the Nantional Republican Convention
of 1868, of which he was tempory chair¬
man. He labored zealously in the Con¬
vention for the nomination of General
Grant and subsequently was one of the
foremost advocates of "his election. In
January, 1869, he was chosen a United
States Senator from Missouri, and soon

fained high distinction in that body,
le became alienated from the adminis¬

tration, however, and with Senator Sum-
ner was violent in his opposition to the
San Domingo scheme, and led in the
famous attack in the Senate on the
French arms charges in 1872. He also
assisted in the organization of the liberal
Republican party in that year, and pre¬
sided over the Convention at Cincinnati
which nominated Mr. Greely for the
Presidency. His arraignment of Gener¬
al Grant and his administration during
that campain was the most scathing and
bitter of all the violent attacks which
were made in the lost eight years upon
the man who has just ceased to be Presi¬
dent of the United States. In 1875 he
visited Europe, where he was received
with great personal distinction, and in
both England and Germany he was

treated with such marked courtesy and
kindness as had been shown only to such
eminent Americans as Mr. Evarts and
Mr. Sumner. In the spring of 1876, Mr.
Schurz returned to this country, and at
once took part in the canvass, supporting
the election of Hayes with all his old
time vigor in the cause of the Republi¬
can party. In person, Mr. Schurz is
spare but not thin, his face is strongly
marked and his full beard and piercing
eye give him somewhat of a mephisto-
phelean aspect. Few Americans are

better informed as to the real needs of
the country, and after all it is not sur¬

prising that the German revolutionist
should be asked to take care of the Home
Department in an American administra¬
tion.
GEO. W. M'ORARY, SECRETARY OF WAR.

George W. McCrary, the new Secretary
of War, is a native of Indiana, where he
was born August 27, 1835. His early ed¬
ucational advantages were not great, but
he studied law and came to the bar at

Keokuk, Iowa, in 1856. In 1857 he was

elected to the State Legislature, and in
1861 ho was chosen State Senator. In
1863 he was first elected a Representative

in Congress from Iowa, and he has since
been re-elected to each succeeding Con¬
gress. Mr. McCrary is a quiet, method¬
ical worker, and since 1870 he has held
the position of Chairman of the Commit¬
tee on Elections while his party was in
the majority in the House.
david m. key, postmaster general.

David M. Key, the Southern member
of the Cabinet, and the new Postmaster
General, is a native of Tennessee, having
been born in Greene county, in thatState,
January 27, 1824. He worked on his
father's farm until he was twenty-one
years of age, after which he entered Hi-
wassc College, from which he was grad¬
uated in 1850. He subsequently studied
law and practiced his profession at Chat¬
tanooga. Before the war he held no po¬
litical office further than to serve as a

Presidential elector in 1856. During
that contest he was a colonel in the Con¬
federate service, but he was one of the
first to resume his citizenship when the
war was over. In 1869 he was a member
of the Tennessee Constitutional Conven¬
tion, and he was elected Chancellor of
the State in 1870. In August, 1875, he
was appointed a Senator in Congress to
succeed his old friend, Andrew Johnson,
and distinguished himself for his conserv¬
ative course while he was in the Senate,
but was not elected to become his own
successor..N. Y. Herald.
richard thompson, secretary of the

navy,
Of Terre Haute, Indiana, was an Old-
Line Whig. He was born in Culpeper,
Va., in 1809, and went to Kentucky in
the days of Daniel Boone, before he was

twenty-one, and settled in Louisville in
1831 as clerk. He removed to Indiana,
and was admitted to the bar in 1834. He
was several times elected to the Legisla¬
ture, and acted as President of the Senate
and Lieutenante Governor. In 1840, as

Clay elector, he stumped the State and
wrote articles in Clay's interest. He
served two terms in Congress between
1837 and 1845. He then refused re-elec¬
tion. Last year be headed the Indiana
delegation at Cincinnati, and made a

speech in support of Morton for Presi-

and of the better sort of politicians.
judge charles devens, attorney

general,
Now occupies a seat upon the Supreme
Bench of Massachusetts, and is regarded
as one of the ablest of the reform ele¬
ment of the Republican party. At the
beginning of the war, being then a prom¬
ising young lawyer, he entered the Fed¬
eral army, and served as a general officer
in the army of the Potomac, where he
lost a limb. Because of his judicial posi¬
tion he has not been active in politics,
but is said to be a polished gentleman of
high character and social position, and
of great popularity and learning. He
affiliated with the anti-Butler wing of
Massachusetts Republicans.

THE DEMOCRATIC HOUSE.

A Body that Compared Favorably with
Its Republican Predecessors.

From the Nation, March 1.

Next week the present Congress will
have ceased to exist. Whatever charac¬
ter it has had has been given it by the
House, and looking back at what the
House has done, it must be said that it
compares favorably with its predecessors.
Elected as it was by a sudden and unex¬

pected surge of popular hostility to the
administration, by a party which had ex¬

pected its candidates to be defeated, it
was hardly likely to contain a large body
of distinguished representatives, and, in
fact, being made up to a great extent of
raw and unknown men, was exactly the
sort of House of which it would have
been fair to expect ignorant legislation
and extreme venality. Containing, too,
an enormous body of "ex-rcbels, men

only lately disfranchised for having taken
part in war against the government, it
might have been expected to show a great
deal of blind partisanship. Yet it has
passed fewer jobs than any Congress since
the war, and has made the first attempt
since that period to curtail the a«knowl-
edged extravagance of the government,
while the Southern wing of the House
has displayed more moderation aud calm¬
ness than any osher part of it. It has
brought forward two Speakers, the first
of whom was chiefly remarkable for the
purity of his chovacter and his fairness;
and the second of whom, having before
his selection a doubtful repute as a poli¬
tician, has manifested thus far an impar¬
tiality which has at least placed him
above the suspicion of offering his rulings
for sale. Much fault has been found
with the investigations instituted by the
House, but they have certainly differed
from most inquiries which preceded them
in resulting, in a few of the most impor¬
tant cases, in unanimous non-partisan
reports, and if they have revealed a

shocking amount of jobbery, they have
also given the reformers of the future
hitherto unattainable information as to
th<* nature and extent of the disease they
are called upon to cure. Finally, the
present House has produced a considera¬
ble number of able men, whose modera¬
tion and love of justice as displayed in
their preparation of the Electoral bill,
and whose good faith, not only in sub¬
mitting themselves, but in forcing their
followers to submit, to the decisions of
the tribunal, after a contest which all of
their own party and a large part of the
other believed to have been decided by
fraud, will entitle them to the gratitude
of the country as long as it lasts.

Old Families..A very searching in¬
vestigation was carried on a few years
ago in the North of England by two fam-
families who were searching up their re¬

spective ancestry. The strife was great
between them, each one determining to
look back into antiquity further than the
other. One of the families, whose name

was Spencer, employed an artist to paint
an historic scene, representing the build¬
ing of the ark and the loading up of the
ship by Noah and his sons with its mul¬
tifarious and various cargo. On the
gang-plank leading to the deck of the
ark two men were seen rolling up a large
box, on one side of which was painted in

large letters, "RcMcs, insignia belonging
to the Spencer family." This was con¬

sidered a coup d'etat hard to beat; but
the other family, determined not to be
outdone in the antediluvian pretenses of
their name, prepared at great cost and^
research a record of their antiquity. In
describing the exploits of one of their
ancestors at a very early day, who was

represented as a man of some authority,
this remarkable passage occurred, "Dur¬
ing this year Adam and Eve were driven
out of Paradise."

. "Is the moon made of green cheese,
youngster?" "No sir, certainly not."
"How do you prove that ?" "Oh, easy.
the moon was made before the cows."
. Two Hiberniaus were passing a sta¬

ble which had a rooster on it for a weath¬
er-vane, when one addressed the other
thus : "Pat, what's the rason they didn't
put a hin up tlicrc, instid of a rooster?"
"An sure," replied Pat, "that's aisy
enough. Don't ye see it would bo incon-
vanicnt to go up for the eggs?"

He is said to be social, popular

"THE FORLORN HOPE."

Speech of Jeremiah s. Black before
the Electoral Tribunal, on Tuesday,
Feb. 28.

From the CviigressiomU Record.

Mr. President and Gentlemen: I
had not, and hare not now, any intention
to argue this case. I never heard the
objections, nor knew what they were,
until they were read in your presence
this morning. It would be presumption
in me to attempt an argument before a

tribunal like this on such a case as this,
having had no previous opportunity to
consider it which might put me in a con¬
dition better than the judges themselves.
You have heard as much of this case and
know as much about it as I do.
My idea of the duty which a counsel¬

lor owes to a court or to any other tribu¬
nal, judicial or quasi-judicial, is that he
snould never opcu his mouth except for
the purpose of assisting the judges in
coming to a correct conclusion; and if
he is not in a situation to do that, he
ought to keep silence.

Besides that, I am, I suppose, the very
last man in this whole nation who should
be called upon to speak here and now.

Everybody has suffered more or less by
events and proceedings of the recent past,
some by wear and tear of conscience and
some by a deep sense of oppression and
wrong. But perhaps I, more than most
others, have felt the consciousness that I
have lost the dignity of an American cit¬
izen. I, in common with the rest, am
degraded and humiliated. This nation
has got her great big foot in a trap. It is
vain to struggle for her extrication.

I am so fallen from the proud estate of
a free citizen, you have so abjected me
that I am fit for nothing on earth but to
represent the poor, defrauded, broken¬
hearted Democracy. And because I
suffer more, they think me more good for
nothing than the rest, and conclude to
send me out on this forlorn hope, judging,
no doubt truly, that it matters nothing
what becomes of me. I ought to go
gladly if anything which I can do or say
might have the effect of mitigating the
horrible calamity with which the coun¬

try is threatened: a President deriving
his title from a shameless swindle, not
merely a fraud, but a fraud detected and
exposed. I know not how I would feel if
called upon to suffer death for my coun¬

try, I am not the stuff that martyrs are
made of, but if my life could redeem this
nation from the infamy with which she is
clothed, I ought to go to the grave as

freely as I ever went to bed. I see, how¬
ever, no practical good that I can do, and
it is mere weakness to complain.
We have certain objections to the

counting of this Hayes vote from South
Carolina which look to me insuperable,
but I cannot hope that they will wear
that appearance in other men's eyes.
Perhaps the feeling which I in common
with millions of others entertain on this
subject, prevents us from seeing this
thing in its true light. But you are wise;
you are calm. You can look all through
this awful business with a learned spirit:
no passionate hatred of this great fraud
can cloud your mental vision or shake
the even balance of yourjudgment. You
do not think it any wrong that a nation
should be cheated by false election re¬

turns. On the contrary, it is rather a

blessing which heaven has sent us in this
strange disguise. When the omnipotent
lie shall be throned and sceptered aud
crowned, you think we ought all of us to
fall down and worship it as the hope of
our political salvation. You will teach
us and perhaps we will learn (perhaps
not) that under such a rule we are better
off than if truth had prevailed and justice
been triumphant.

Give, then, your cool consideration to
these objections, and try them by the
standard of the law. I mean the law as

it was before the organization of this
commission. I admit that since then a

great revolution has taken place in the
law. It is not now what it used to be.
All our notions of public right and pub¬
lic wrong have suffered a complete boule-
vcrsetnad.
The question submitted to you is

whether the persons who gave these votes
were "duly appointed." Duly, of course,
means according to law. What law?
The Constitution of the United States,
the acts of Congress passed in pursuance
thereof, the Constitution of South Caro¬
lina, and the authorized acts of her Leg¬
islature.these taken altogether, consti¬
tute the law of the case before you.
By these laws the right, duty and

power of appointing electors is given to
the people of South Carolina; that is to

say, the citizens of the State qualified to
vote at general elections. Who are

they ? By the Constitution of the State
in order to qualify them as voters they
must be registered. The registry of a

native citizen is a sine qua ?ion to his
right of voting as much as the naturaliza¬
tion of a foreigner.
Now, the Legislature never passed any

law for the registration of voters, and no

registration of" them was ever made. No
doubt has been or can be entertained
that the object and purpose of this omis¬
sion was fraudulent and dishonest; for
the Legislature as well as the Executive
Department of that Government has been
in the hands of the most redemptionless
rogues on the face of the earth. But
whatever may have been the motive, no¬

body can doubt that the legal effect of
this omission ?s to make the election ille¬
gal.
That is hardly the worst of it. The

election itself, emancipated from all law
and all authority, was no better than a

riot, a mob, a general saturnalia, in
which the soldiers of the United States
army cut the principal as well as the de-
ccntest figure. We offer to prove.the
offer will go upon record, and there it
will stand forever.that every poll in
Charleston county, where they rushed
into the ballot box 7,000 majority, was

in possession of the soldiers.
A Government whose elections arc con¬

trolled by military force cannot be re¬

publican in form or substance. For this
I cite the authority of Luther vs. Borden,
if perchance the old-time law has yet
any influence. Do you not see the hide¬
ous depth of national degradation into
which you will plunge us if you sanctify
this mode of making a President? Brush
up your historical memory and think of
it for a moment. The man whom you
elect in this way is as purely the creature
of the military power as Caligula or

Domitian, lor whom the pretorian guards
controlled the hustings and counted the
votes.
But then we cannot get behind the re¬

turns, forsooth ! Not we! You will not
let us. We cannot get behind them.
No. That is the law, of course. We
may struggle for justice; we may cry for
mercy ; we may go down on our knees,
and beg and woo for some little recogni¬
tion ol'our rigliLs as American citizens;
but we might as well put up our prayers
to Jupiter, or Mars, as bring suit in the
court where Khadamanthus presides.
There is not a god on Olympus that
would not listen to us with more fervor
than wc shall be heard by our adversa¬
ries. Wc are at their mercy ; it is only
to them hat we ean appeal, because you
gentlemen unfortunately cannot help us.

You are bound by the new law which
you have made. You arc of course ad-

dieted like other people to our vice of
consistency, and what js done once must
be done over again.In the Louisiana case the people ap¬
pointed electors in favor of Tilden, re¬
corded their act, finished it, and left their
work in such a state that nobody could
misunderstand it. But other persons,
who* had no power to appoint, falsified
the record of the actual appointment,
partly by plain forgery and partly by
fraud which was as corrupt in morals and
as void in law as any forgery could be.
You thought it right and legal and just
to say that you would not look at the re¬

cord which the people had made; the
forgery, the fraud, and the corruption
were too sacred to be interfered with;
the truth must not be allowed to come in
conflict with the imposture, lest the con¬
cussion might be damaging.
This precedent must be followed. It

is new law, to be sure, but we must give
it due welcome; and the new lords that
it brings into power must be regarded as

our "very noble and approved good mas¬
ters." Having decided that electors
were duly appointed in Louisiana who
were known not to be appointed, we can¬
not expect you to take notice of any fact
similar or kindred to it in South Car¬
olina.
Then, again, the question of "duly ap¬

pointed" was decided in the case of Levi-
see, an elector who was an officer of the
United States Government at the time he
was appointed, and continued to be after¬
ward. The Federal Constitution says
that no man shall be appointed who is in
that relation to the Federal Government.
But you held, according to law mind you,
that he was a lawful elector and his vote
a good vote. In other words, a thing is

perfectly constitutional although it is
known co be in the very teeth of a con¬
stitutional interdict.
Now you see why we are hopeless.

The present state of the law is sadly
against us. The friends of honest elec¬
tions and honest government are in deep
despair. We once thought that the ver¬

ifying power of the two Houses of Con¬
gress ought to be brought always into
requisition for the purpose of seeing
whether the thing that is brought here is
a forgery and a fraud on the one hand, or

whether it is a genuine and true certifi¬
cate on the other.
But while we cannot ask you to go

back behind this certificate, will you just
Elease to go to it.only to it.not step
ehind. If you do, you will find that it

is no certificate at all such as is required
by law. The electors must vote by bal¬
lot, and they are required to be on oath
before they vote. That certificate does
not show that either of those require¬
ments was met? and where a party is ex¬

ercising a special authority like this they
must keep strictly within it, and you are

not to presume anything except what ap¬
pears on the face of their act to be done.

If anybody will cast back his mind a

little into the history of Presidential elec¬
tions or look at the debates of less than a

year ago, he will remember that Mr.
Jefferson was charged when he was Vice
President of the United States with hav¬
ing elected himself by means of, not a

fraudulent, but a merely informal vote
sent up from Georgia. The informality
was not in the certificate inside of the
envelope, but in the outside verification.
Mr. Matthew L. Davis, in 1837, got up
that story. It was not true, but it was
believed for a while, and it cast great
odium on Mr. Jefferson's memory. It
was not an informality that was nearly as

important as this, nothing like it. But
one of the Senators now on this bench re¬

ferred to it in a debate only a short time
ago, and denounced Mr. Jefferson as

having elected himself by fraud, because
he did not call the attention of the Sen¬
ate and House of Representatives to that
fact.

If Mr. Jefferson's memory ought to be
sent down to posterity covered with in¬
famy because he in his own case allowed
a vote to be counted which was slightly
informal on the outside of the envelope,
I should be glad to know what ought to
be done to those who would count this
vote which has neither form nor sub¬
stance, which leaves out all the essential
particulars that they are required to cer¬

tify?
This great nation still struggles for jus¬

tice ; a million majority of white people
send up their cry, and a majority of more
than a quarter of a million of all colors
demand it. But we cannot complain; I
want you to understand that we do not
complain. Usually it is said that "the
fowler setteth not forth his net in sight of
the bird," but this fowler set the net in
sight of the birds that went into it. It
is largely our own fault that we were
caught.
We are promised.and hope the prom¬

ise will be kept.that we shall have a

good government, fraudulent though it
be ; that the rights of the States shall be
respected and individual liberty be pro¬
tected. We are promised the same re¬
formation which the Turkish Govern¬
ment is now proposing to its people.
The Sultan promises that if he is sustain¬
ed in his present contest, he will establish
an act upon certain principles.

First, the work of decentralization
shall commence immediately and the au¬

tonomy of the provinces shall be care¬

fully looked after. Secondly, the people
shall be governed by their natural judges;
they will not send Mohammedans nor

Christian renegades from Constantinople
down on them, but they shall be govern¬
ed by people of their own faith.

Thirdly, no subordinate officer, when
he commits an illegal act, shall be per¬
mitted to plead in justification the orders
of his superior. How much we need ex¬

actly that kind of reform in this country,
and how glad we ought to be that our

Government is going to be as good here¬
after as the Turks'!
They offer us everything now. They

denounce negro supremacy and carpet¬
bag thieves. Their pet policy for the
South is to be abandoned. They offer us

everything but one; but on that subject
their lips are closely sealed. They refuse
to say that they will not cheat us here¬
after in the elections. If they would
only agree to that, if they would only re¬

pent of their election frauds, and make
restitution of the votes they have stolen,
the circle of our felicities would be full.

If this thing stands accepted and the
law you have made for this occasion shall
be the law for all occasions, we can never

expect such a thing as an honest election
again. If you want to know who will be
President by a future election, do not in¬
quire how the people of the States arc

going to vote. You need only to know
what"kind of scoundrels constitute the
Returning Boards, and how much it will
take to buy them.
But I think that even that will end

some day. At present you have us down
and under your feet. Never had you a

better right to rejoice. Well may you
say, "We have made a covenant with
death, and with hell wc are at agree¬
ment; when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, it shall not come unto
us: for we have made lies our refuge,
and under falsehood have wc hid our¬

selves." But nevertheless wait a little
while. The waters of truth will rise
gradually, and slowly but surely, ami
then loot out for the overflow:.ng scourge.
"The refuge of lies shall bo swept away
and the- hiding place of falsehood shafl

be uncovered." This mighty and puis¬
sant nation will yet raise herself up like
a strong man after slpcp, and shake her
invincible locks in a fashion you little
think of now. Wait, retribution will
come in due time. Justice travels with
a leaden heel but strikes with an iron
band. God's mill grinds slow but dread¬
fully fine. Wait till the floodgate is
lifted and a full head of water comes

rushing on. Wait, and you will sec fine
grinding then.

A COLORED MAX'S PLATFORM.

open' letter of representative ham¬
ilton to mr. speaker wallace.

Beaufort, March 1,1877.
To the Hon. W. H. Wallace, Speaker of

the House of Representatives:
Dear Sir.i regret not being present

at the hour of adjournment to congratu¬
late you by resolution for the able man¬

ner in which you presided over the Con¬
stitutional House of Representatives.
And you seem to have nothing in view
but to sustain the laws and constitution
of our country. I would not wish to vote
you a gratuity of a thousand dollars, as
the Bayonet House voted their Speaker,
but to vote you the well-done of a good
and faithful leader. I see that the Dem¬
ocrats in Washington are disturbed by
the news that Mr. Sherman brought from
Mr. Hayes, but the supporters of the
Hampton Government between Beau¬
fort and Colleton are not at all alarmed ;
they are paying their ten per cent, tax
cheerfully, and are willing to pay the
whole if called for. My advice to those
who arc paying their taxes to the Hamp¬
ton Government is that, as we have rights
that our enemies must respect, and that
we will maintain, to say to the American
people that wc will not pay our taxes to
or obey any other government but Hamp¬
ton's; that the Congress of the United
States may ignore the laws and Constitu¬
tion of the United States, but we in South
Carolina are determined to sustain the
laws and Constitution of our State, even

though we be exterminated by the United
States array; that we have resolyed in
this section not to allow the Chamberlain
trial justices to execute a warrant, or to
allow any of the constables to arrest any
of our hands; nor will we pay any tax
to his government; and if our employees
sustain Chamberlain they will be prompt¬
ly discharged. This mode of procedure
is strouger than force, and will wear out
all the United States armies.
You will notice that when the memori¬

al to Congress was on its passage in the
House I spoke and voted against it. I
did so because I do not depend upon the
National Government for our support;
but I rely entirely upon the good people
of South Carolina that they will not al¬
low any Congress or any President to
change the verdict that was given by the
people on the 7th of November, or to
ignore the Constitution of the State,
without exterminating over a hundred
thousand native South Carolinians of
both races, who are willing to give them¬
selves up to the cause.
Some of our people are worried about

the inauguration of Mr. Hayes, but I am
not at all uneasy, because I believe that
he is one of those with too much integ¬
rity, who loves his reputation, and, if he
does, he cannot recognize any other gov-
ment in the State but that of Hampton.
He cannot afford to count in a govern¬
ment which died at the ballot-box of its
own rottenness. He knows that no party
can live for any length of time when the
representatives of the people with salaries
of six hundred dollars per year, with no
other employment, lose in one night over

fifty thousand dollars playing Seven-up.
He knows that no country can prosper
with a Legislature that would pledge the
faith and credit of the State, as they
have done in this State, for the amount
of four million dollars in the case of the
Blue Ridge Railroad, knowing at the time
that the security they had from the rail¬
road was not worth the paper it was writ¬
ten upon.
Mr. Hayes ought to know that the sup¬

porters of the Iiampton government are

the tax-paying citizens. And, above all,
we do not ask anybody to support Gover¬
nor Hampton, but we ask them to sup¬
port the Constitution and laws of the
State, and then he is Governor. We de¬
sire to say to Mr. Hayes that we ask
nothing but to allow us to support and
sustain the laws and constitution of our

country, and we intend to take nothing
less. In my judgment the contest be¬
tween Governor Hampton and Mr. Cham¬
berlain was settled on the 7th of Novem¬
ber by the highest court in the land, and
that is the people, and it has also been
ratified by them by the prompt payment
of their taxes to the Hampton Govern¬
ment. In my jndgment no Court, no

Congress or no President can revoke this
decision.
As you know I was once a strong sup¬

porter of Mr. Chamberlain. In that I
was actuated by numerous reasons, and
the greatest of all was that he recognized
the wealth and intelligence of my State,
aud because he shut the door of the treas¬
ury on the political thieves at that time.
When he went back on these principles
the conservatives, men of both colors,
dropped him, which they had a right to
do, because he was opposed then by the
same men who arc supporting him uow.
Now let us say to Mr. Hayes, in an

unquestionable manner, that we will have
Hampton and his government, peaceably
if wc can, but forcibly if we must, and
if we find any judge or any jury trying
to take away our rights, we will be com¬

pelled to take for our guide the 5th
chapter of St. Matthew, commencing at
the 29th verse, which says: "And if thy
right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast it from thee; for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should
perish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into bell." In other words,'
it will be better for the people of South
Carolina to have no jury and no judge
than to allow them to ignore the laws and
constitution of the State.
Let this policy be firmly followed in

our State, and our government raust live.
Yours respectfully,

T. Hamilton.

. A man cannot expect half a loaf
when he loafs all the time.
. "There, that explains where my

clothes line went to!" exclaimed a

Yaukee woman, as she found her hus¬
band hanging in the bam. -

. Two rural constituents were talking
of the new member of the legislature
from their county. One of them asked:
"Is he talented?" "Well," said the
other, "I should say he might set a house
on fire by rubbing his nose against the
door jiost."
. Boy (explaining his geography lesson

to his little sister).You see, sis, the in¬
habitants of South Africa don't need any
clothes to keep them warm, because
they're Hottentots. But the Coolies arc

a different kind of folks, and so arc the
Chili people. Don't you sec?"
. "Going into partnership with

Jones! I should have thought you'd
had enough of partnerships, after Brown."
"Ah, you see, when wc first became part¬
ners, Brown had all the experience, aud
I all the money. Now, Jones has all the
money, and I've all the experience."

Chief Justice Moses.
Chief Justice Moses, who was stricken

with paralysis in Columbia on the 22nd
ult., died at that place yesterday, in the
73rd year of his age. A similar attack
prostrated him earlier in the winter, and
it is thought that his anxiety to return to
the Bench, in order that the decision of
the great public questions before the
Supreme Court might not be delayed,
caused him to resume the discharge of
the duties of his office much sooner than
was prudent. The general belief is that
his sense of the magnitude of the issues
to be determined by the Court, and their
varied social and political importance,
provoked his fatal illness.
Judge Franklin J. Moses was born in

Charleston in 1804. His father, Capt.
Isaiah Moses, lived in Smith's Range in
Meeting street, next to the Court House.
Capt. Moses commanded a cavalry com¬

pany in the State Militia, and was sin¬
cerely respected by the community. F.
J. Moses, his son, was a boy of promise,
and at an early age was sent to the South
Carolina College, where he was graduated
when only 17 years old, dividing the third
honor with the Hon. George Buist. The
Hon. W. F. Colcock took the first honor,
and Robert Spencer the second honor.
The graduating class was a large one, but
disturbances in the College caused the
expulsion of a considerable number of
students. The faculty passed ten young
gentlemen to their degree, but four of
them forfeited their diploma by declining
to perform their exercise, and the gradu¬
ating class was reduced to six.

After leaving College Mr. Moses com¬
menced the study of law, and was admit¬
ted to the Bar in 1825, when he was of
age. Having fixed upon no place where
to practice, Judge Moses took a trip
through the State. In the pinelands of
Clarendon he met with Judge Richard¬
son. There were no hotels, but the door
of every house was open. Following the
custom of the time and country, Judge
Richardson invited Mr. Moses to spend
the night at his house. The invitation
was accepted, and Judge Richardson was

so much struck by the manners and force
of character of the young visitor that he

Eersuaded him to stay several days, and
nally advised him to settle at Sumter,

at that time the shire-town of the District
of Sumter, which included the Counties
of Sumter, Salem and Clarendon. Judge
Richardson and his brothers introduced
Mr. Moses into society, and gave him a

helping hand. Very soon he made his
mark, and acquired a lucrative practice,
extending to the neighboring Circuits of
Kershaw, Darlington and Williamsburg.
The opportunities given him facilitated
him in his career, but his shrewdness and
ability would infallibly have brought him
to the front, even without the aid of in¬
fluential friends.
Soon after attaining a prominent posi¬

tion at the Sumter Bar he was chosen a
member of the Legislature, and before
1842 was elected to the State Senate,
where he served until 1862. During the

Greater part of his term of service a3

enator, ne was Chairman of the Judici¬
ary Committee. This was a great honor,
and a signal proof of his capacity, for
among his colleagues were gentlemen of
distinguished ability.
Judge Moses married Miss McClenahan,

of Chesterfield County, who was in all
respects a most worthy and estimable lady.
The offspring of this union were three
children, F. J. Moses, Jr., already suffi¬
ciently known to fame, and two daughters,
one of whom married the late Gen. Baker,
and the other Capt. Mikell, of Edisto
Island. In all the private relations of
life Judge Moses exhibited a kindly and
genial nature.
As a public man Senator Moses was

remarkable for his carefulness, watchful¬
ness, thorough preparation and attention,
and for his fidelity to the interests of his
constituents. Nor did he move in a nar¬

row circle. To all that was occurring in
the world around him he was keenly
alive; and no man of his day was better
acquainted with the working of public
affairs, and the course of our political
history. A close observer, he allowed
no fact of importance to escape him and
it was the habit of his mind to ascertain,
by close questioning, the bottom facts of
any subject that interested him. What
may be called an enlightened inquisitive-
ness, far removed from vulgar curiosity,
was a prominent trait of his character.
It is not surprising, then, that he should
have been successful in his profession,
and in the political arena. Nor was the
solid reward wanting. At the time of the
breaking out of the war between the
States he had already acquired consider¬
able wealth.
Even in his college days Judge Moses

confidently looked forward to the time
when he should hold high public posi¬
tions in the State, and the promotion
which awaited him after the war only
seemed the realization of his destiny. In
December, 1865, he was elected a Law
Judge; under the old Constitution, by the
State Legislature assembled under the
proclamation of President Johnson..¦
Judges Aldrich and Johnson and Chan¬
cellors Lesesne and Carroll were elected
at the same time. As a Circuit Judge
he displayed the rarely combined quali¬
ties of fairness and quickness, and gave
constant evidence of nis thorough knowl¬
edge of the precedents and practice in
common law. The promptitude with
which he dispatched business was especi¬
ally noticeable.
Under the Reconstruction Acts a new

Constitution was framed and adopted;
the whole judicial system of the State
was rooted up. The new Supreme Court
of the State was to consist of a Chief
Justice and two Associate Justices, and
Judge Moses was elected Chief Justice.
This election took place on July 28,1868,
the term of office being six years. Judge
Moses, on the first ballot, in Joint Assem¬
bly, received 58 votes, his only serious
competitor being Mr. Corbin, who re¬
ceived 53 votes. On the third ballot
Judge Moses was elected. Upon the ex¬

piration of his first term he was re-elected
without opposition. The only other office
he has held since Reconstruction is that
of Professor of Law in the South Caro¬
lina University, in which he succeeded
the late C. D. Melton. It will be remem¬
bered that it was suggested that the ac¬

ceptance of this office, under the Consti¬
tution, operated to disqualify him for
the office of Chief Justice; but the point
was never seriously pressed.
Would that we could speak of the last

years of the public life of Judge Moses
as we could have done had he remained
in retirement since 1868! Up to that
time he had been in sympathy with this
people, and had seen with them many a
season ofjoy and tribulation. By accep¬
ting the office of Chief Justice at the
hands of the first Legislature which met
under the new Constitution, he separated
himself from his life-long companions
and associates, and made himself a part
of a political organization wherein the
ignorant negro was master and the white
man the slave. The wounds were too
fresh. There had been no time for pas¬
sion to subside. What might have seemed
reasonable and right in 1874 was a mon¬
strous outrage, upon the vast maioritv of
the white citizens of the State, when done
six years before. The purest purpose,
the most elevated motives, coulauot, in
that dark hour, excuse desertion to the
exultant enemy, especially the desertion
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of such as were bound, by gratitude at
least, to respect the prejudices and feel¬
ings of those who, for decades, had hon¬
ored them with positions of public trust.
The conduct of judge Moses was a heavy
blow; but they who were coolest and saw
farthest, knowing his sagacity and ability,
were confident that his conduct on the
Bench would vindicatehim from reproach,
and prove that his only desire, even in
his apparent defiance of their wishes, was
to serve the interests of the people. So
might time have brought him its revenge!
Has it done so? We write of one who is
dead. Over his faults, whether of heart
or head we draw the mantle of charity!
It is better so.
There is one act, and one act only, of

his public life during the past ten years
on which we care to dwell. The broad
path chosen by Judge Moses and the
narrow path trodden, in travail, by the
people came together, for an instant, last
fall when, iu the town which had wit¬
nessed his earliest successes, Judge Moses
announced his adhesion to the grand
cause of which Wade Hampton is the
champion. And it is pleasant, as the se-
uence of this, to remember that, in the
upreme Court, during the hearing of

the causes involving the recognition of
Wade Hampton as our Governor, Judge
Moses was unmistakably convinced that
Wade Hampton was elected, and was in¬
stalled, and is Governor of the State. It
is pleasantest to know that the last words
spoken by Judge Moses, prior to his fatal
illness, conveyed an intimation that when
the Supreme" Court should re-assemble,
after Washington's birthday, he would
deliver an opinion in favor of Wade
Hampton, in which opinion Judge Wil-
lard was known to concur. This it was
not permitted him to do. The act that
would have blotted out the past, he was

not, in God's Providence, allowed to per¬
form. From the heights, like the He¬
brew lawgiver, he might look down upon
the land where reigned plenteousness
and peace; but he had not kept, the
faith, and in the flesh he might not enter
in..News and Courier, 7th imt.

The Army in Politics.
The closing hours of the Forty-fourth

Congress will pass iuto history as memo¬
rable for the vindication of the right of
the people's Representatives to hold the
purse strings of the nation, and in the
exercise of that right to check Executive
encroachments. After a prolonged and
angry struggle over the Presidential
question, which had seemingly divided
the Democratic party during the last
days of the contest into two wings, they
were reunited in an instant and welded
together in a solid mass when this great
principle was assailed.
The Army bill reported by the commit¬

tee of the House contained two leading
elements. First, a reduction of the force
from twenty-five thousand to seventeen
thousand men ; and secondly, a prohibi¬
tion against the President using any part
of the money or the troops thus granted,
in sustaining illegal governments in
South Carolina and Louisiana. Twenty
years ago the Republicans, then a major¬
ity in the House, tacked on a similar
condition to the Army bill, making it
applicable tc Kansas.
When free speech and free immigra¬

tion into that Territory were to be de¬
fended, the Republicans of that day, in
the freshness of their youth and in their
fidelity to the principle which called that

Earty into existence, demanded that a
?emocratic President should not use the

army to aid or abet in the extension of
slavery. They were right then. Now,
when it is proposed to curb the Execu¬
tive and to defend the rights of the
States against oppression, to protect lib¬
erty and to put down tyranny and fraud,
some of the same men and the same par¬
ty, grown corrupt, and loose, and demor¬
alized, turn around and renounce the
very principle which gave them the only
claim to popular confidence and sup¬
port.
The Senate, led by Blaine and seconded

by all the extremists, would neither ac¬

cept the reduction of the army nor yield
to the clause prohibiting the use oftroops
to maintain Packard and Chamberlain.
Nor would they even submit to any
diminution of the great pay emoluments
now received by our superfluous Gener¬
als and their magnificent staffs. Repeat¬
ed conferences were in vain. The revo¬

lutionary leaders who are now striving
for the possession of Hayes, and are
inimical to every suggestion of a concil¬
iatory policy, determined to, force this
issue, and thus to drive the more moder¬
ate wing of the Republican party into
line.
The House of Representatives stood up

bravely and faithfully to its duty, and
insisted upon maintaining its position ;
and the Army bill was lost by the obsti¬
nacy of Hayes' professed friends in the
Senate. No injury will be inflicted on

the service or on the country by this
mishap. We rejoice at the failure, be¬
cause public attention will now be drawn
to the huge military establishment which
the people are required to support by
oppressive taxation, and to the disgrace¬
ful abuses which have grown up under
it. The money for the army is already
appopriated for the current fiscal year
to the SOth of June, or four months
ahead. There is abundant time for re¬

flection, and if an extraordinary session
of Congress be required, why, let it come.
Meantime, the Fraudulent President will
have shown his hand by acts, and his
intentions for the future can be better
gauged than is now possible.
During the last eight years, the army

has been used as a great machine to pull
down honest and set up>fraudulent gov¬
ernments in the South; or in other
words, to uphold one party and to defeat
another. The spectacle recently pre¬
sented in South Carolina, Forida, and
Louisiana, was not only a humiliation to
American character, which has submit¬
ted tamely to these repeated scandals
under Grant, but was an outrage upon
the name of free institutions. Step by
step we have been following in tho
beaten paths which lead to military des¬
potism.
Now, when a Fraudulent President

has been installed in office, who sooner

or later must fall into the hands of the
most desperate leaders, and who is al¬
ready ruled by the corrupt counsels of
John Sherman and his Ring, the House
of Representatives, speaking and acting
for the people, will take no cheap pro¬
fessions and canting phrases for guaran¬
tees. They have locked the doors of the
Treasury after the lst.of July, and Hayes
cannot repeat the burglary by which he
entered the White House, without being
confronted with penalties that he is not
auxious to seek. If ho and his friends
mean what of late they pretend, what
need is there of this great standing army
with an expenditure of more than forty
millions a year?.New York Sun.

. A clergyman was preparing his dis¬
course for Sunday, stopping occasionally
to review what he hau written, and to
erase that which he was disposed to dis¬
approve, when he was accosted by his
little son, who numbered but five sum¬
mers : "Father, does God tell you what
to preach?" "Certainly, my child."
"Then what makes you scratch it
out?"


